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Refugees’ flow on December 4th, 2017 











Number of accepted first instance asylum 
applicants in Europe in 2017, by country 











The integration 



Definition 

• “A dynamic, two-way process of mutual 

accommodation by all immigrants and residents of 

Member States”  

• It includes reference to the importance of 

employment, education, civic and community 

participation and of cultural and religious diversity.  

 
The EU Common Basic Principles, adopted in 2004 



The EU response 

• The EU response to the refugees crisis has been 
chaotic and divisive 

• It has been characterized by squabbling over 
sharing responsibility, cascading border closures 
and finger-pointing 

• Many EU governments are focused on preventing 
arrivals and deflecting responsibility to neighboring 
countries 



The EU response 





Between integration and assimilation 

• Historically, the EU track record on integration is at 
best mixed.  

• To varying degrees, European societies have been 
grappling with increasing diversity for years. 

•  Popular opinion and, as a result, policy debates in 
many EU member states have been increasingly 
shaped in recent years by concerns about cultural 
identity, social cohesion and security, as well as 
concerns about the economy, access to public 
services, crime and employment 



• The plethora of academic and policy prescriptions 
on integration demonstrates that there are few 
absolute answers.  

 

 

• International human rights law is largely silent on 
the issue. 



Geneva Convention 

• The 1951 Convention Relating to the Status of 

Refugees, known as the Refugee Convention, sets 

out key rights refugees should enjoy to achieve 

legal, economic and socio-cultural integration, 

including the general principle that refugees should 

have a facilitated pathway to naturalization 



MIPEX 
• The Migrant Integration Policy Index, or MIPEX, 

ranks 38 developed countries, including EU 
member states, on how they invest in equal rights 
and opportunities for newcomers with respect to 
the labor market, health, education, political 
participation, permanent residence, family 
reunification and anti-discrimination measures.  

• In 2014, Sweden and Portugal had the highest 
ranking in the EU, followed by Finland, Norway and 
Belgium.  

• Those five European countries beat out Canada, 
Australia and the United States. 

 

http://www.mipex.eu/
http://www.mipex.eu/


Oppositions 
• Slovakian authorities bluntly said they wanted to 

take in only Christians, claiming that Muslims 
“would not feel at home” and would be difficult to 
integrate.  

• Hungarian Prime Minister  said, his country’s 
actions, including the construction of border fences 
to keep refugees from entering, were aimed at 
defending Christian Europe from a Muslim influx 



Xenophobia 

• Xenophobic and anti-Muslim rhetoric from people 
in positions of power risks nurturing a climate of 
intolerance in a region where minorities, including 
Muslim communities, and asylum-seekers already 
face significant levels of discrimination and hate 
crimes 
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The reality…. 



Conclusions 
• It is often noted that asylum-seekers and refugees 

have particular needs because of the nature of 
their flight from persecution or war, but they are 
also especially resilient.  

• Asylum-seekers  want what most of us want: to feel 
safe, to be on the right side of the law, to work, to 
be surrounded by their loved ones and to see a 
better future for their children.  

• If Europe can work collectively to provide those 
building blocks for a better life, it will turn, what 
has so far been a crisis, into an opportunity.  

 



………. 



Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year 


