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CEOM PRE-BOARD MEETING 

DRAFT MINUTES 

11
th

 of April 2019 

3pm - 5pm 

Location: Medical Order of Belgium, Brussels 

 

TO BE APPORVED DURING THE NEXT BOARD MEETING 

IN TIRANA, 6
th

 of JUNE 2019 

 

Participants: 

Dr. J. SANTOS, President 

Dr. R. KERZMANN, 1
st
 Vice-President 

Dr. N. D’AUTILIA, Vice-President 

Dr. J-F RAULT, Secretary General 

 

Assisted by: 

Mr A. EMEIRA, Acting Head of Secretary 

 

1. Point of information on the minutes of CEOM plenaries in Timisoara and Madrid 2018 

 

Mr. EMEIRA informs the Board that the minutes of Timisoara and Madrid’s plenaries will be 

written down and submitted for approval at Tirana’s plenary. This task will be done with the 

help of the Medical Orders of Belgium and Luxembourg who will kindly provide their notes 

of the two plenaries. 

 

2. Reviewing and validating the draft Agenda of the CEOM Plenary Meeting in Tirana 

 

a) Points of discussion of Albania 

 

i. Health Vulnerability in the Albanian population - Prof. Dr. G. BURAZERI 

ii. Immunization system in Albania, successes and shortcomings - Prof. G. KULI – 

LITO 

 

Dr Santos has already met with the President of the Order of Physicians of Albania 

during the CPME meeting in Malta and they agreed on these topics. 

 

b) Presentation of the collaboration with the EU Commission and on the EU Coalition for 

Vaccination, by Dr J. SANTOS and Mr A. EMEIRA 

 

Mr. EMEIRA informed the board of the progress of the EU Coalition and of the 

meeting at the EU Commission. The EU Commission prepared a declaration for the 

EU Coalition for Vaccination that was endorsed by President Dr Santos and by 

CEOM. During the one-day meeting, all European associations who were present 

agreed that action must be taken but they all had different visions on how to do so. Mr 

EMEIRA informed the Board of the online health platform that the EU’s DG SANTE 

created to amend the declaration on vaccination. He informed the Board that the EU 

expects from each European association to present its engagement in the framework of 

this Coalition and EU vaccination. 
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Dr SANTOS reminded the Board that there are many differences of legislations and 

practices between European countries when it comes to vaccination, even among 

doctors themselves. He reminded the board that we must protect the children and the 

whole population, because it is a matter of public health above all. 

 

President Dr SANTOS suggested that CEOM issues a declaration in Tirana regarding 

the importance of vaccination for public health. The Board agreed on this suggestion. 

 

Seeing that M. EMEIRA was representing the CEOM during the EU Commission’s 

meeting, he will present his work during the plenary.  

  

c) Briefing on the EU survey on access to primary care during week-ends 

 

Dr RAULT informed the meeting that France will send its answer to the survey. Dr 

Santos asked Mr EMEIRA to write to the Spanish Medical Order asking them to send 

their answers to the survey. Mr EMEIRA informed the Board that he will prepare a 

presentation with the results he received to be presented by Dr RAULT during the 

CEOM plenary in Tirana. 

 

d) Proposal for a EU survey on Continuous Professional Development 

 

Building on Dr Kerzmann’s 2011 study on CPD-DPC in Europe, Dr RAULT 

suggested creating a new survey to update the study with recent developments across 

European countries. Dr Kerzmann suggested his help and Dr RAULT promised to 

send him a draft survey for recommendations. The Board agreed on this proposal. 

 

e) Briefing about Brexit, by Mrs N. WHILE of the General Medical Council (GMC) 

 

Regardless of the evolution of Brexit, Dr SANTOS informed the Board that during the 

plenary in Lisbon in November 2019, he will try to ask the GMC and the BMA (which 

is not a member of CEOM) to do a joint presentation in the name of the UK and in the 

framework of Brexit, without creating any conflict. Mr EMEIRA will ask Mrs WHILE 

to intervene during Tirana’s plenary. 

 

f) Briefing of the Spanish Order about the document to support the doctor-patient 

relationship as intangible heritage of humanity of UNESCO (To be confirmed) 

 

Mr EMEIRA will ask the Spanish Medical Order if they would like to raise a point of 

discussion during Tirana’s plenary. 

 

g) Points of discussion of Italy 

 

i. Deontological recommendation regarding teleconsultation and telemedicine - Dr. 

F. ALBERTI 

ii. The “Farmacia dei servizi”: which role in the assistance path of the patients with 

chronic diseases? - Dr. G.L. SPATA (in French) 

 

Dr KERZMANN informed the Board that he received recommendations from Italy on the 

day of the pre-board meeting and that he will read them and will send back his comments 

in a few days. 

 

h) Point of discussion France 
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i. The influence of treatment decisions according to the patients’ age, in particular 

elderly patients (To be confirmed) 

 

Dr SANTOS informed the Board that he talked with Pr C-F DEGOS from France, 

during the CPME meeting in Malta, about this topic and that they decided to 

organize a special meeting in Paris next October to discuss further this topic 

between France, Spain, Portugal and Italy 

 

3. Approval the French translation of the European Charter on Regulation of the 

European Medical Profession, drafted by Belgium and Luxembourg 

 

The Board decided to submit the new translation in French of the European Charter on 

Regulation of the European Medical Profession, drafted by Belgium and Luxembourg, 

to all CEOM members for approval. The Board decided that if no feedbacks were 

made before the end of April, the new translation will be automatically adopted. 

 

It was decided that the English version will therefore be adapted to the French 

translation that was revised by Belgium and Luxembourg, in accordance to CEOM 

official languages. The Spanish version will remain unchanged seeing that it was 

drafted by Spain. 

 

4. Briefing on CPME Plenary in Malta and the EMOs meeting, April 2019  
 

Mr EMEIRA informs the Board that the BMA will remain a full member of CPME 

because Brexit didn’t happen eventually in March and regardless of the Brexit 

outcome. Dr KERZMANN reminded the Board that the same decision was made for 

the GMC regarding its membership in CEOM. 

 

During the EMOs meeting in Malta in April, Dr SANTOS suggested holding the next 

EMOs meeting during the CEOM Plenary in Lisbon, in November 2019. He suggested 

the date of 30
th
 of November in the morning at 9am, in order to guarantee the presence 

of CPME President Dr Franck Ulrich MONTGOMERY. 

 

Dr SANTOS talked during the EMOs meeting about CPD-DPC in Europe and he 

noted that all European associations agree on the importance of the topic but there are 

quality, financial and supervision differences between European countries. He 

suggested to the EMOs to work for a harmonized action regarding CPD-DPC. He also 

mentioned the necessity of including the pharmaceutical industry and to think about 

the adequate relationship between doctors and pharmaceutical companies. He 

informed the Board that in Portugal, he witnessed successful cooperation between the 

two sectors especially that pharmaceutical companies dispose of sufficient financial 

resources and the State is less and less subsidizing CPD-DPC. He mentioned the 

ethical reserves that could be faced. 

 

Dr KERZMANN regretted that in Belgium, the pharmaceutical companies are not at 

all included in CPD-DPC; therefore doctors have to pay from their own pockets to be 

re-certificated and attend trainings, which can be very expensive. He also said that in 

Belgium, doctors who are re-certificated could ask for a salary increase, which could 

be an efficient way to motivate doctors and make CPD-DPC attractive, which is a 

unique case in Europe. 

 

Dr SANTOS informed the Board that during the EMOs meeting, there were rumors 

regarding the elimination of the Commissioner for Health within the next EU 
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Commission following the European Parliament elections in May. These rumors are to 

be confirmed. 

 

5. Schedule of the next plenary meetings in Lisbon 

 

Dr SANTOS informs the Board that if the planned meeting takes place in October in Paris, Dr 

SANTOS suggested holding a pre-board meeting for the preparation of Lisbon’s plenary in 

November. The Board approved this proposal. 

 

6. Point of information about the WMA Council meeting in Santiago de Chile 

 

7. Any other business 

 

Dr SANTOS thanked Mr EMEIRA for preparing a complete legal presentation on the 

European General Data Protection Regulation and its impact on the medical practice 

that was presented by Dr SANTOS in Lisbon. 

 

Dr SANTOS informed the Board that it is important to communicate on our website 

the outcomes of the Madrid plenary in November 2018 where multiple documents 

have been approved and adopted, to show what CEOM has been doing and because 

European orders ask for this information. Mr EMEIRA informed Dr SANTOS that the 

website is updated regularly and that more emphasis will be put on the “News” and the 

“Positions” sections to guarantee more visibility for the website visitors. 

 

Dr SANTOS informed the Board that CEOM should do more to have access to the EU 

Commission officials and to do more lobbying regarding European health to advance 

its agenda. He admitted that all European associations have hard time accessing the 

EU Commission. Dr KERZMANN said that there are no institutional channels 

between the EU Commission and the European associations of Health to collaborate 

together, and that the EU Commission is implementing unilaterally its own agenda. Dr 

KERZMANN said that European associations need to work better together and to do 

more lobbying in Brussels to have a real and effective impact. 

 

During the CEOM Plenary in Tirana, we should reaffirm that the GMC will remain a 

full member of CEOM regardless of the Brexit outcome. The Board suggested sending 

a written declaration to all CEOM members. 

 

------ 
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