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DRAFT MINUTES 

CEOM PLENARY MEETING 
TIRANA, ALBANIA 

07 JUNE 2019 
 

 
TO BE APPROVED DURING THE NEXT CEOM PLENARY MEETING 

IN LISBON, 29
th 

OF NOVEMBRE 2019 

 

The Plenary meeting of the European Council of Medical Orders (CEOM) took place in Tirana on 

Friday 7th of June, and was organized for the first time by the Medical Association of Albania with the 

help of CEOM Secretariat. The Plenary started with a welcome speech by the President of the 

Albanian Medical Association, Dr. Fatmir Brahimaj, to greet CEOM participants and present the 

health system in Albania, and with an opening speech from CEOM President, Dr. José Santos. Then 

CEOM 1st Vice-President, Dr. Roland Kerzmann, started roll call on delegations. The minutes from 

Timisoara and Madrid Plenaries have been approved. 

 

CEOM Plenary Opening Speech - Dr Santos 

 

“President Dr Brahimaj, dear colleagues, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

First of all and on behalf of the CEOM Board and CEOM members, I would like congratulate the Order 

of Physicians of Albania on this 25th Anniversary. CEOM is very pleased to share this celebration with 

you. Through the history of the Order of Physicians of Albania, CEOM was honored to have you as a 

member among us and we are looking forward to continue our collaboration, for more 25 years to 

come. 

 

Now, I would like to express a very special thanks and deep appreciation to the President of the Order, 

my dear colleague and friend Dr Fatmir BRAHIMAJ, for kindly hosting the CEOM Plenary meeting in 

Tirana and for inviting us to be part of this very special celebration. We appreciate your organization 

and your efforts to make this Plenary a successful and fruitful gathering for CEOM. 

 

And of course, I would like to welcome all the delegations present today among us. It is always my 

pleasure to see you reunited in this beautiful plenary. During the last plenary meeting in Madrid, last 

November, CEOM adopted very important declarations and positions regarding the European medical 

profession: 

1. The CEOM statement condemning violence against doctors and health professionals; 

2. The Charter on Regulation of the European Medical Profession; 

3. And finally the Support Declaration for the recognition of the Doctor - Patient   Relationship as   

an   Intangible   Cultural Heritage  of  Humanity  by UNESCO. 

 

Today in Tirana, several points will be discussed during the plenary meeting; a lot of these points are 
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at the heart of the ongoing action of all European Medical Orders. CEOM was very keen on discussing 

the current main issues that Albania faces in terms of public health. This is why a special focus will be 

made on vaccination challenges, not only in Albania but all over Europe. Vaccination was and still is a 

global issue, especially with today increasing movement of populations towards Europe and within 

Europe. 

 

As you know, even if Albania is not part of the European Union, at least not yet, at CEOM we believe 

that public health and the medical profession don’t know borders and that the ethical values and 

quality medical standards that we stand for, are universal. I am from Portugal, on the other side of 

the continent. But your problems are my problems. Your well-being is my well-being. 

 

That’s why we are very pleased to be here in Tirana today to send a clear message. This message is 

that CEOM doesn’t know borders in Europe and that CEOM is willing to expand and cross-over the 

European Union boundaries to promote and defend its values all over the European continent. 

 

I don’t know if you are familiar with CEOM history, but in 1971, on the initiative of Professor LORTAT-

JACOB, President of the French Medical Council, and Doctors BROCARD and AUTIN, General 

secretaries of the French Medical Council, the first European Conference of Medical Orders was 

created to unite European doctors. In 2008, the Conference became the Council. This change of terms 

is very symbolic. Because in a Council, every member is a decision-maker. We gather to take important 

decisions and to work on concrete policies, to promote high-quality medicine and improve the medical 

profession across the European continent. 

 

Thank you for your time and for your patience.” 

 

Health system in Albania - Dr. Fatmir Brahimaj 
 

The President of the Albanian Medical Association, Dr. Fatmir Brahimaj, presented the structure of 

the health system in Albania. He presented the state of life expectancy, child mortality, and the main 

causes of death in the country as well as the most frequent chronic diseases. He then presented the 

architecture of healthcare service providers in Albania. The total budget for health for the year 2018 

which was 422 million USD, including 78 million USD for Primary healthcare (the total government 

expenditure of Albania was 4.5 billion USD for 2018). To conclude Dr. Brahimaj stated that currently 

6163 physicians are registered at the Medical Association, including 3475 as general practitioners and 

2688 as specialist doctors. 
 

Download presentation 

 

Health Vulnerability in the Albanian population - Prof. Dr. Genc Burazeri 

 

Dr. Burazeri from the Albanian Medical Association presented a study on health vulnerability among 

the Albanian population. He started his presentation by stating that the top priority of the Albanian 

health sector is the Universal Health Coverage and reducing health inequalities by addressing social 

determinants of health and targeting vulnerable population subgroups and rural populations. Hence, 
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the study conducted aims at identifying and characterizing the most vulnerable groups in Albania in 

terms of access to and quality of health care services, with a main focus on PHC services. 

 

Download presentation 

Immunization system in Albania: successes and shortcomings - Dr. Xhina Leksion 

Dr. Xhina Leksion of the Albanian Medical Association contributed to CEOM from a distance through a 

video-recorded presentation on the immunization system in Albania. 

 

Presentation of the collaboration between CEOM and the EU Commission: Framework of 

the EU Coalition for Vaccination – Dr. José Santos & Mr. Aly Emeira 

 

At the CEOM Plenary Meeting, the challenges of immunization in Europe were the main topic of 

discussion and the CEOM adopted a declaration on vaccination to encourage governments and 

competent authorities to improve immunization coverage on the European continent, to raise 

awareness among health professionals and to work more closely with the European Commission on 

this issue. 

 

CEOM team, represented by President Dr. José Santos and Mr Aly Emeira the Acting Head of CEOM 

Secretariat, presented CEOM collaboration with the EU Commission in the framework of the EU 

Coalition for Vaccination. They presented the context of this EU initiative : In line with the objectives 

of the Council Recommendation on strengthened cooperation against vaccine-preventable diseases, 

adopted on 7 December 2018, the EU Commission has invited CEOM to attend a meeting for the 

creation of an "EU Coalition for Vaccination“. During the one-day meeting at the EU Commission in 

Brussels, multiple European health associations were present and agreed that action must be taken, 

with a tailor-made solution for each country. As a follow-up on the kick-off meeting of the EU 

Coalition for Vaccination, the EU Commission launched an Online Health Policy Platform, monitored 

by DG SANTE. Seeing that the purpose of this “Coalition” is perfectly in line with CEOM’s missions and 

objectives, CEOM has expressed its will to be a member of the EU Coalition for vaccination by fully 

endorsing the Declaration and by inviting the EU Commission to include CEOM’s logo on the 

Declaration. 

 

CEOM President Dr. Santos presented to the Plenary a draft CEOM declaration in Tirana regarding the 

importance of vaccination for public health. 

 

Dr. Frank Ulrich Montgomery, President of CPME and Chair of WMA Council, suggested including a 

phrase on the importance for physicians to be role models for health professionals, and the 

importance of vaccinating physicians and health professionals themselves in order to prevent the 

dissemination of infectious diseases to their patients and to publicly show their confidence in 

vaccination. 

 

The CEOM declaration on vaccination:  

 

“CEOM notes the clear increase in vaccine-preventable diseases on the European continent; this 
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situation calls for urgent collective action. 

  

CEOM reminds that vaccination remains one of the most important investments in health care. 

Therefore, there is a need to build public confidence in this prevention tool of certain communicable 

diseases to help people make the right choices for themselves and for their families, in particular for 

their children. 

  

CEOM calls on physicians, health professionals, health authorities and all stakeholders to work 

collectively to improve health sector delivery in the fight against vaccine-preventable diseases. 

  

CEOM believes that it is essential that physicians and health professionals become more aware of the 

importance and challenges of vaccination and get the tools they need to better inform and convince 

their patients. CEOM calls on all physicians and health professionals to vaccinate themselves with the 

aim of preventing the dissemination of infectious diseases to their patients and of publicly showing 

their confidence in vaccination. 

  

CEOM calls on European governments and educational authorities to further develop vaccination 

courses in the basic curriculum of medical students. Vaccination should be considered as an important 

educational course within medical faculties, throughout the learning process as well as during 

continuous professional development. 

  

CEOM supports the European Commission's Coalition for Vaccination launched in 2019 and is 

committed to strengthening the exchange of good practices between its participating organizations 

and in collaboration with other European Medical Associations”. 

 

The Declaration has been approved unanimously. 

 

Download declaration 

 

« Farmacia dei servizi »: which role in the assistance path of patients with chronic 

diseases? - Dr. Gianluigi Spata 

The Italian delegation, represented by Dr. Spata, presented the national chronicity plan in Italy. He 

stated that the conclusions of this project are that the management of the chronic patient is mainly 

the responsibility of the general practitioner / pediatrician through the Individual Care Plan (ICP) as 

provided by the national plan of chronicity. As part of patient care, the pharmacist can help the 

general practitioner monitor and evaluate treatment follow-up. Any type of experimentation in the 

management of chronic patients involving pharmacies requires an evaluation and validation of the 

ethics committee. Second-level services provided in pharmacy (telemedicine) must be included in the 

care pathway of the chronic patient and remunerated at rates not exceeding those provided for the 

structures of the SSN (National Health Service). The pharmacist must undergo specific and qualifying 

training to assist in the primary care path managed by the GP. 

 

Dr. Claude-François Degos from the French delegation took the floor to comment on the presentation 
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of Dr. Spata. He stressed on the fact that task-shifting in the health sector is driven by political 

reasons through legislation, but that scientific personnel need to be part of the decision-making. He 

also mentioned that it’s the educational background of physicians and health professionals that 

determine their responsibility and their competencies.  He also said that healthcare professionals will 

be responsible of their own acts and no longer the physicians, which could be problematic in terms of 

insurance and legal protection. He emphasized the leadership role of doctors and that CEOM is well 

placed to take in hand this matter from an ethical point of view. 

 

Annabel Seebhom, CPME Secretary General, took the floor to say that there is a tendency on 

European and international levels on task-shifting in the health sector. She reminded that CEOM 

already adopted a declaration on the central role of doctors and that the medical profession needs to 

take part in the discussions. 

 

Dr Konstantinos Koumakis, Vice-President of AEMH, took the floor to ask if healthcare staff is 

qualified to take part of the physician’s responsibility without having the adequate education and 

learning background. 

 

Dr. João De Deus, President of FEMS, took the floor to stress on the fact that the key point is the 

responsibility and the liability of medical acts that fall only on physicians. 

 

Download presentation 

 

Presentation of the EU surveys on the permanence of healthcare during nights and 

weekends for general practitioners – Dr. Jean-François Rault, CEOM Secretary General 

The CEOM team presented the results of the European survey on the permanence of healthcare 

during nights and weekends for general practitioners, showing significant disparities between 

systems in different European countries. 

 

Dr. Rault presented the new EU surveys on the topic of Continuing Professional Development and 

Continuing Medical Education (CPD-CME), with regard to the evaluation of professional practices and 

their certification for practicing physicians. The survey will be sent to CEOM participants following the 

Plenary and the results will be presented jointly in Lisbon by CEOM (Dr. RAULT) and FEMS 

representative. 

 

Download presentation 

 

Point of information on Brexit by the UK General Medical Council – Mrs. Nicola While 

 

Regarding Brexit, the UK's General Medical Council (GMC) showed that it is vital for the National 

Health Service (NHS) to rely on health professionals from other countries. They fear that, if the EU 

agreement is not concluded, the mutual recognition of professional qualifications between the UK 

and the Member States ceases to apply, which be complicated for European students currently 

studying and graduating from UK universities. For instance, Irish and French authorities are currently 
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working on a legal framework to establish mutual recognition of professional qualifications even after 

Brexit and GMC invites other European countries to do the same. 

 

The GMC wants to plan for Brexit, in order to: 
 

• Minimise any risk to patient safety either due to workforce shortages or an inability to ensure 
that only doctors who are safe and fit to practise obtain registration 
 

• Minimise any disruption in the supply of EEA graduates to the UK medical workforce – 
avoiding a cliff edge in the short term 
 

• Improve information exchange with relevant European and international counterparts for 
both registration checks and sharing fitness to practise sanctions for doctors on the GMC 
register 

 
The GMC’s priorities are: 
 

• Ensuring they can continue to exchange information on doctors who are erased or suspended 
 

• Ensuring that EEA qualified doctors still feel welcome in the UK 
 

• That UK medical education and training system to remain attractive for EEA students 
 

Dr. Eric-Théo Merholz, President of AEMH, took the floor to ask about the UK policy in terms of 

attracting foreign doctors to support the health system and fill the gaps. The GMC replied that there 

is a political will to privilege UK doctors on the long-term by having more places in medical schools 

but their education lasts for many years and needs to be financed, while the UK is reluctant to spend 

money on that matter and materialise the political promises. 

 

Download presentation 

 

New study of the European Observatory of Medical Demography: Migration of doctors and 

its impact on the rarefication of healthcare in France – Dr.  Bernard Arbomont 

The French Medical Association, as coordinator of the European Observatory of Medical 

Demography, presented its latest study in collaboration with the research center IRDES on the 

migration of internationally educated doctors to France and the dynamics of their geographic 

installation. 

 

The study showed that installation behaviors of internationally educated doctors and medical 

graduates in France follow various trends. The arrival of medical graduates from abroad reduces 

territorial inequalities in healthcare and improves the accessibility to healthcare in underserved 

areas. 

 

Dr. Eric-Théo Merholz, President of AEMH, took the floor to ask about the French policy in terms of 

attracting foreign doctors to support the health system and fill the gaps in France. The French Medical 
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Council replied that starting from the next academic year, the number of medical students will 

increase but it takes 10 years to form a doctor. The Council also informed the participants that 

currently a new law on the French health system is in the making to fill the gaps of medical deserts 

and allow doctors to relocate more easily. 

 

Download presentation here 

 

Point of discussion by Italy: Deontological recommendations regarding teleconsultations 

and telemedicine - Dr. Franscesco Alberti 

The Italian delegation, represented by Dr. Alberti, presented a proposal for recommendations 

regarding telemedicine. He stressed on the fact that new technologies in the field of telemedicine 

cannot replace the human, interpersonal and singular relationship, it is necessary to respect the basic 

principle of medicine which involves diagnosis. Hence, he recommends that: 

 

• The doctor who uses telemedicine must record in the clinical file the methods of diagnosis of 

the patient and the information requested and received. 

 

• The methods of processing the digitized data must ensure maximum security to protect the 

confidentiality and security of all information collected, stored and transmitted in the 

framework of the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR). 

 

Dr. Roland Kerzmann, CEOM 1st Vice-President, took the floor to explain the context of these 

recommendations and the working group on the topic. He stated that the first telemedicine 

recommendations were aimed at service providers of telemedicine in order for them to respect the 

patient’s privacy. The recommendations did not give much thought about the respect of the patient 

himself and his data. This is why CEOM is working on new guidelines that are still in the making with a 

focus on the patient. Dr. Kerzmann asked participants to contribute to the brainstorming. He also 

mentioned the issue of pharmacists practicing telemedicine, which is not in their field of 

competence. 

 

He also suggested that first we work on the issue of telemedicine and then start working on the issue 

of “connected health” and technologies related to it. 

 

Dr Konstantinos Koumakis, Vice-President of AEMH, took the floor to suggest that CEOM elaborates a 

unique European consent form on telemedicine for all the doctors that respects the GDPR, which is a 

very ambitious project. 

 

Annabel Seebhom, CPME Secretary General, took the floor to say that European countries have 

different infrastructures for data processing, which complicates the idea of one standardized consent 

form. She called for elaborating standards that doctors in Europe should follow. 

 

Pr. Degos took the floor to suggest creating one legal document for doctors and applications 

developers that comprises the articles of GDRP and the risks of data processing, so everyone could be 
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aware of them. 

 

Pr. Christian Melot of the Belgian delegation took the floor to say that there is an ethical dilemma 

between the obligation of doctors to treat the patients and the way the patients communicate with 

doctors, especially through email and electronic tools which complicate the diagnosis. 

 

Download presentation here 

 

AEMH – CEOM joint collaboration on violence against doctors and health professionals – 

Dr. Konstantinos Koumakis 

AEMH is closely involved in the phenomenon of violence against doctors because the majority of the 

acts of violence against doctors worldwide take place in hospitals and, in particular, in accident and 

emergency departments. The AEMH, as a « European Association of Senior Hospital Physicians » has 

the possibility and even the responsibility to collect, investigate, process, evaluate such incidents. 

 

AEMH is ready to contribute to the joint work concerning violence against doctors with CEOM 

because AEMH can be very effective in motivating hospital doctors to participate in this project, 

seeing that hospital doctors are the ones that have to deal more often with violence as they have to 

face emergencies, life threatening situations, than any other physician. They are the most concerned 

about this but as in many countries they have to  cope with work  overload they are often reluctant to 

lose time with questionnaires and skeptic about the usefulness of such initiatives. 

 

Future collaboration between the CEOM and the AEMH will be put in place and the follow-up of this 

collaboration will be done in Lisbon, especially that AEMH comprises countries that are not member 

of CEOM. 

 

Dr. Jean-François Rault, CEOM Secretary General, took the floor to explain that doctors who are 

victims of violence are systematically companied by the Medical Order to assist the victim legally and 

morally. 

 

Dr. José Santos, CEOM President, said that in Portugal violence is especially present in Emergency 

units and against general practitioners, that’s why hospitals are the best place to deal with the 

violence phenomenon. 

 

Pr. Claude-François Degos of the French delegation took the floor to say that in France there is a 

national Observatory on Violence against doctors where doctors, trade-unions and police officers 

work together to issue regular reports on violence committed against doctors. He invited other 

European countries to create a same mechanism. 

 

The working group will be composed of Dr. Koumakis as leader of the working group to work on the 

AEMH-CEOM collaboration, Dr. Roland Kerzmann and Dr. D’Autilia. AEMH will have to nominate a 4th 

person after they consult the AEMH Board. 
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Download presentation here 

 

Presentation of reports and updates from the European Medical Organizations (EMOs) 

 

CPME:  

Annabel Seebhom, CPME Secretary General, presented the new priorities of CPME divided 

into 4 clusters: 

 

1. Public health policies : alcohol labeling, vaccination 

2. Professional practice and patients’ rights : monitor task-shifting, patients empowering 

3. Pharmaceutical and healthcare products : combatting antimicrobial resistance 

4. E-Health: artificial intelligence apps and developing an ethical framework that will be 

discussed in Helsinki 

 

CPME also deals with Brexit and the future of European health policy. They advocate for 

European health to be among the priorities of the new EU Commission. In Malta, CPME 

General Assembly voted unanimously to keep the British Medical Association as a full 

member of CPME after Brexit. 

 

After the success of the first One Health conference of CPME in 2018, which took place in 

Paris within the French Medial Council’s premises, The second conference will be held in 

Poland on the 4th of December 2019. 

 

FEMS: 

 

Dr. João De Deus, FEMS President, presented the latest work of his organization including 

conducting an EU survey on doctors’ salaries in Europe to highlight the wage differences and 

the reasons why European doctors migrate to practice in other European countries for 

financial matters. They are also working on a study relating to the working time and the 

respect of the working time EU directive, in collaboration with the DG Employment. 

 

Their next meeting in 2019 will take place in Riga and in 2020 they will hold a joint meeting 

with AEMH in Austria. 

 

AEMH: 

Dr. Eric-Théo Merholz, President of AEMH, commended the work of their sister organisation 

FEMS. He stated that AEMH’s priority now is clinical leadership and the important role of 

doctors as leaders in hospitals and as hospital directors. AEMH, in collaboration with FEMS 

and UEMS, is working on a Leadership Academy and Board to certify doctors looking to 

become leaders. AEMH will present the development of this Academy in CEOM’s meeting in 

Lisbon in November 2019. 

 

UEMS: 
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Dr. Bernard Maillet, Treasurer of UEMS, thanked Dr. Santos for the invitation to attend. He 

presented UEMS current priorities which are post-graduate training and CPD-CPME. 

 

Next UEMS meetings will take place in London in October 2019 within BMA premises and in 

Brussels in April 2020. They will organise their 5th Conference on CPD-CME in March 2020 in 

Sevilla, Spain. 

 

Next CEOM meetings in 2020 

 

Proposal for CEOM venues in 2020:  

- Dr. D’Autilia suggested Italy in June (pending approval from Rome) 

- Switzerland (pending approval) 

 

Decisions for the CEOM in Lisbon, November 2019 

The next Plenary Meeting of the CEOM will take place in Lisbon on 29th of November 2019. 

 

• The Lisbon meeting will be an opportunity to reflect on the challenges of vaccination in 

Europe. It would be interesting to invite experts on immunization to exchange their views. It 

is necessary to think about concrete actions carried out by the CEOM to reinforce vaccination 

coverage in Europe. 

 

• The Secretary General of the CEOM, Dr. Jean-François RAULT, will present the rules for the 

election of the new CEOM Office for a 3-years term. 

 
• Another aspect addressed was the ethical and ethical aspects applied to telemedicine, always 

taking into account the protection of the patient. This issue will be further discussed at the 

next meeting of the CEOM in Lisbon. 

 
• A new CEOM statement on the central role of doctors in the healthcare sector. 

 
• A new European survey will be launched by the CEOM on the topic of Continuing Professional 

Development and Continuing Medical Education (CPD-CME), with regard to the evaluation of 

professional practices and their certification for practicing physicians. The results will be 

presented jointly in Lisbon by CEOM (Dr. RAULT) and FEMS representative. 

 

• Discussion proposal: the national chronicity plan in each country (ethical challenges, costs, 

role of physicians). 

 

• Discussion proposal "Doctors in difficulty": a round table on the difficulties of the medical 

profession, especially general practitioners (violence, burnout) and what are the most 

effective assistance systems to put in place? 

 

Calendar of next events: 
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- Pre-board meeting : Monday 28 October at 1pm in Paris 

- Board meeting : Thursday 28 November in Lisbon 

- CEOM Plenary : Friday 29 November in Lisbon 

- EMOs meeting : Saturday 30 November in Lisbon 

 

To access all meetings’ documents: 

 Go to http://www.ceom-ecmo.eu/ 

 Username : CEOM 

 Password : @Tirana2019 
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